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“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13)

As | celebrated my 10 years sacerdotal anniversary, | always look back on how | was truly blessed by God
through the years. Each year tells a story of my priestly journey. Every picture that | have seen over the last
few days comes alive with a memory filled with grace. For the last 10 years, | have been inspired by you,
loved by you, consoled by you, lifted up by you, and in awe of your incredible faith. Every day the people
of God remind me of the love that they have for the priesthood.

| watched the homily that Father EImer Ignacio preached at my first Mass. Two things jumped out at me
at this point in my journey. The first was his explanation of the simplicity of the rite of ordination. | knelt
down before Malolos Bishop, Jose Oliveros, and through the imposition of hands and the invocation of the
Holy Spirit | became a priest. Through such a simple gesture something transformative took place. The

second thing was how Father Ignacio explained how | was chosen from among men to sanctify men.




It was then that | texted a good friend, Fr. Ignacio, who was also my first parish priest after my ordination. |
was his guest priest at the Mt. Carmel Parish, “Father,” I dared texted him, “how was I as your guest

priest?”’The reply, that came rather quick, was short, straightforward, and sincere: “Well, Dan, you were not

the best, but you were certainly the most loved.”

I was shocked by the response | got. At first, | was looking blankly at the text on the screen of my mobile
phone. 1 was used to being counted among the best, if not the very cream of the crop — in school, in the
seminary, in the parish | grew up serving as an altar boy and a young lector. But in my first assignment after
ordination, my best wasn’t good enough? I wasn’t even counted one among the many other best. | was
really rather hurt by Fr. Ignacio's honest response. Why? Because, back then, I considered being the best
was better than being the most loved. But it was truly on that same lonely evening that | found what | was
missing: “Well, Dan,” Fr. Ignacio said, “you were not the best, but you were certainly the most loved.” And
going through my memory of my first priestly assignment in Papau New Guinea, | saw that indeed | may not
be the best but I was certainly the most loved. Without him knowing it, Fr. Ignacio, taught me the very
important lesson that it is not the best that counts most but it is love that counts best. Then, | started to

rediscover my self — my beloved self.

Being regarded as the best may be a reward for a work well done. But being the most loved is a gift for a
work not so well done, even before a work is done at all. The best earns his title. The most loved is blest
beyond his expectation, beyond what he deserves. And that is grace! Indeed, the best knows the psalm, but

the most loved knows the Shepherd.

Thank you very much for loving me even when | am not at my best, even when | am not the best at all. It
is God’s mercy and your love, not my own efforts — no matter how sincere they are — that ultimately make

me the “best”.

Please pray for me and for all priests that we may never forget how much we are loved, first by God, then by
you — our families, our friends, our flock, our co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard. Aware of how lavishly we
are loved, may we never get tired loving you, never give up loving you, but even be ready to die for love of

God and you.

I do not know how to be anything less than a joyful priest. Yes there are days that I may be in an unpleasant
mood, but when I sanctify God’s people through the sacraments and especially in the celebration of the
Eucharist, I must do it with joy. I do not know how to do it any other way. | became a priest because 1 felt
this joy that Jesus speaks of in the Gospel. This joy that overwhelms our hearts and must be shared is a joy

that I spend every Sunday trying to pass on to God’s holy people.




The Church needed a new kind of priest: priests who are joyful and courageous. We need priests who will
set the world on fire, will boldly proclaim the truth of Christ no matter the consequences, and sanctify the
world through their words and actions. But the Church needs committed laity as well who are joyful and
courageous. These are difficult times that we are going through and we must have the courage to stand with
our priests on the truths that Christ taught us and spread the joy of Christ to a broken world. As a priest, | am
called to sanctify you so that you may in turn bring that joy and that holiness into the world.

Ten years of service and | realize that | am just getting started. Ten years of fruits that | see here before me
and others who through God’s grace received from this imperfect servant in an unexpected way. Even after
all this time, 1 am still humbled when | approach this altar to break the bread and to share with all of you the
living presence of Christ. There is no greater adventure than the priesthood. There is no greater life. And on
this day, | thank you for allowing me to serve you, to absolve you, to feed you, to preach to you, to anoint

you, to love you, and for simply allowing me to be your priest.
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